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CALTRANS’ PRUNEDALE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT WINS AMERICA’S 
TRANSPORTATION AWARD    

 
 
MONTEREY COUNTY – Caltrans has earned a regional award in the American Association of 
State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) 2015 Transportation Awards Competition 
for the U.S. Highway 101/Prunedale Improvement Project (PIP). Because of this project’s 
significant improvement to traffic flow within the community of Prunedale, the PIP was selected 
as the western regional winner of the “Quality of Life/Community Development, Large” category.   
 
“This is a historic project and the largest transportation improvement in Monterey County since 
the early 1960s. The Prunedale Improvement Project makes U.S. Highway 101 safer, reduces 
traffic congestion and improves access to local businesses and residents. Local residents who 
use the new over and undercrossings that now connect their community benefit on a daily basis 
and the interregional traffic on U. S. Highway 101 flows more safely and freely,” said Caltrans 
Director Malcolm Dougherty. 
 
The landmark $225 million project provides safer access for local residents and reduces 
congestion for 65,000 vehicles each day. The Prunedale Improvement Project upgraded a 10 -
mile segment of U.S. Highway 101 from Russell/Espinoza Road to just north of Echo Valley 
Road. The project constructed new interchanges at Crazy Horse Canyon Road and Sala Road, 
a new undercrossing for Espinosa Road and Russell Road, a new overcrossing for Blackie 
Road and Reese Circle, added a new lane to the existing U.S. Highway 101/San Miguel Canyon 
Road interchange, made various local road improvements and installed a concrete median 
barrier at several locations throughout the project limits, permanently removing left turns across 
U.S. Highway 101 through the project limits.  
 
The U.S. 101/PIP was one of 48 project entries in several categories and the only California 
project selected by AASHTO.  As a regional winner, the Prunedale Improvement Project moves 
on in the competition to be considered for the “Top Ten” projects in the nation.  
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“On behalf of the residents of North Monterey County, congratulations to Caltrans, TAMC and 
the many contractors who worked diligently on the Prunedale Improvement Project” said 
Monterey County Supervisor Lou Calcagno at the ribbon-cutting ceremony last October. 
 

 
 

   
 
Looking south at the new Crazy Horse Canyon Rd. Interchange           Looking west at the new Prunedale South Rd. Overcrossing Structure 
 

 
              
             Looking south at the new Sala Rd. Interchange-at this point in the project, U.S. 101 traffic was detoured to the west. 
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